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Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2005 as ‘‘National 

Preparedness Month’’; and 
(2) encourages the Federal Government, 

States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, other entities, and the 
people of the United States to observe ‘‘Na-
tional Preparedness Month’’ with appro-
priate events and activities to promote pub-
lic emergency preparedness. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my support for S. 229, 
a resolution designating September 
2005 as National Preparedness Month. 

As the horrific attacks in London 
again demonstrate, the threat of a ter-
rorist attack is very real. Although we 
have made significant strides in pre-
venting and deterring another attack 
from occurring in the United States, it 
is imperative that steps be taken to 
mitigate the effects of the attack. In 
addition, natural disasters can strike 
at any given moment and we must 
know how to respond. 

During the month of September, the 
Department of Homeland Security and 
the American Red Cross will co-sponsor 
National Preparedness Month 2005. 
This nationwide effort will involve 
more than 130 private sector organiza-
tions that will host and sponsor activi-
ties across the Nation to increase pub-
lic awareness of preparedness. Activi-
ties such as CPR and first aid classes, 
blood drives, and other events is a sim-
ple and effective way for communities 
to become involved in preparedness ef-
forts. Families, schools, and businesses 
can prepare for emergencies by taking 
steps such as making emergency sup-
ply kits, becoming informed about 
emergencies, and creating a family 
communications plan. 

I join Senator LIEBERMAN in cospon-
soring this resolution to promote cit-
izen emergency preparedness. I hope 
that my colleagues will join us by sup-
porting this important initiative. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 230—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2005 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL PROSTATE CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ 

Mr. SESSIONS (for himself, Mr. 
REID, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. 
BUNNING, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. HATCH, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CRAPO, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. LOTT, and Mr. DURBIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 230 

Whereas countless families in the United 
States have a family member that suffers 
from prostate cancer; 

Whereas 1 in 6 men in the United States is 
diagnosed with prostate cancer; 

Whereas throughout the past decade, pros-
tate cancer has been the most commonly di-
agnosed type of cancer other than skin can-
cer and the second most common cause of 
cancer-related deaths among men in the 
United States; 

Whereas, in 2005, more than 232,090 men in 
the United States will be diagnosed with 
prostate cancer and 30,350 men in the United 
States will die of prostate cancer according 
to estimates from the American Cancer Soci-
ety; 

Whereas 30 percent of the new diagnoses of 
prostate cancer occur in men under the age 
of 65; 

Whereas a man in the United States turns 
50 years old about every 14 seconds, increas-
ing his odds of being diagnosed with prostate 
cancer; 

Whereas African American males suffer 
from prostate cancer at an incidence rate up 
to 65 percent higher than white males and at 
a mortality rate double that of white males; 

Whereas obesity is a significant predictor 
of the severity of prostate cancer and the 
chance that the disease will lead to death; 

Whereas if a man in the United States has 
1 family member diagnosed with prostate 
cancer, he has double the risk of prostate 
cancer, if he has 2 family members with such 
diagnosis, he has 5 times the risk, and if he 
has 3 family members with such diagnosis, 
he has a 97 percent risk of prostate cancer; 

Whereas screening by both a digital rectal 
examination (DRE) and a prostate specific 
antigen blood test (PSA) can detect prostate 
cancer in earlier and more treatable stages 
and reduce the rate of mortality due to the 
disease; 

Whereas ongoing research promises further 
improvements in prostate cancer prevention, 
early detection, and treatments; and 

Whereas educating people in the United 
States, including health care providers, 
about prostate cancer and early detection 
strategies is crucial to saving the lives of 
men and preserving and protecting our fami-
lies: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2005 as ‘‘National 

Prostate Cancer Awareness Month’’; 
(2) declares that it is critical to— 
(A) raise awareness about the importance 

of screening methods and the treatment of 
prostate cancer; 

(B) increase research funding to be propor-
tionate with the burden of prostate cancer so 
that the causes of the disease, improved 
screening and treatments, and ultimately a 
cure may be discovered; and 

(C) continue to consider methods to im-
prove both access to and the quality of 
health care services for detecting and treat-
ing prostate cancer; and 

(3) calls on the people of the United States, 
interested groups, and affected persons to— 

(A) promote awareness of prostate cancer; 
(B) take an active role in the fight to end 

the devastating effects of prostate cancer on 
individuals, their families, and the economy; 
and 

(C) observe September 2005 with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 231—ENCOUR-
AGING THE TRANSITIONAL NA-
TIONAL ASSEMBLY OF IRAQ TO 
ADOPT A CONSTITUTION THAT 
GRANTS WOMEN EQUAL RIGHTS 
UNDER THE LAW AND TO WORK 
TO PROTECT SUCH RIGHTS 

Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. 
SNOWE, Mrs. CLINTON, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
BIDEN, Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. HUTCHISON, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. 
OBAMA, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. ALLEN, 
Mrs. LINCOLN, and Mr. SANTORUM) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 231 

Whereas Iraq is a sovereign nation and a 
party to the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights, done at New York De-
cember 16, 1966, and entered into force March 
23, 1976; 

Whereas in Iraq’s January 2005 parliamen-
tary elections, more than 2,000 women ran 
for office and currently 31 percent of the 
seats in Iraq’s National Assembly are occu-
pied by women; 

Whereas women lead the Iraqi ministries of 
Displacement and Migration, Communica-
tions, Municipalities and Public Works, En-
vironment, and Science and Technology; 

Whereas the Transitional Administrative 
Law provides for substantial participation of 
women in the Iraqi National Assembly and of 
personnel in all levels of the government; 

Whereas the Personal Status Law provides 
for family and property rights for women in 
Iraq; 

Whereas through grants funded by the 
United States Government’s Iraqi Women’s 
Democracy Initiative, nongovernmental or-
ganizations are providing training in polit-
ical leadership, communications, coalition- 
building skills, voter education, constitution 
drafting, legal reform, and the legislative 
process; 

Whereas a 275-member Transitional Na-
tional Assembly, which is charged with the 
responsibility of drafting a new constitution, 
was elected to serve as Iraq’s national legis-
lature for a transition period. 

Whereas Article 12 of Iraq’s Transitional 
Administrative Law states that ‘‘[a]ll Iraqis 
[are] equal in their rights without regard to 
gender . . . and they are equal before the 
law’’; 

Whereas Article 12 of the Transitional Ad-
ministrative Law further states that 
‘‘[d]iscrimination against an Iraqi citizen on 
the basis of his gender . . . is prohibited’’; 

Whereas on May 10, 2005, Iraq’s National 
Assembly appointed a committee, composed 
of Assembly members, to begin drafting a 
constitution for Iraq that will be subject to 
the approval of the Iraqi people in a national 
referendum; 

Whereas the Senate recognizes the need to 
affirm the spirit and free the energies of 
women in Iraq who have spent countless 
hours, years, and lifetimes working for the 
basic human right of equal constitutional 
protection; 

Whereas the Senate recognizes the risks 
Iraqi women have faced in working for the 
future of their country and admire their cou-
rageous commitment to democracy; and 

Whereas the full and equal participation of 
all Iraqi citizens in all aspects of society is 
essential to achieving Iraq’s democratic and 
economic potential: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the Iraqi people for the 

progress achieved toward the establishment 
of a representative democratic government; 

(2) recognizes the importance of ensuring 
women in Iraq have equal rights and oppor-
tunities under the law and in society and 
supports continued, substantial, and vig-
orous participation of women in the Iraqi 
National Assembly and in all levels of the 
government; 

(3) recognizes the importance of ensuring 
women’s rights in all legislation, with spe-
cial attention to preserving women’s equal 
rights under family, property, and inherit-
ance laws; 

(4) strongly encourages Iraq’s Transitional 
National Assembly to adopt a constitution 
that grants women equal rights and opportu-
nities under the law and to work to protect 
such rights; 

(5) pledges to support the efforts of Iraqi 
women to fully participate in a democratic 
Iraq; and 

(6) wishes the Iraqi people every success in 
developing, approving, and enacting a new 
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